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10 Strategies for Making your Classroom more Freirean 



3. “To wash one’s hands of the 

conflict between the powerful and 

the powerless means to side with 

the powerful, not to be neutral.”            
(The Politics of Education)

1. “Liberating education consists in 

acts of cognition, not transferals of 

information.” 
(Pedagogy of the Oppressed)

2. “Leaders who do not act 

dialogically, but insist on imposing 

their decisions, do not organize the 

people – they manipulate them. They 

do not liberate, nor are they liberated: 

they oppress.” (Pedagogy of the Oppressed)
4. “Language is never neutral.” 

(Pedagogy of the Oppressed) 

Task 1: What are your reflections 

on these quotations by Freire, 

which I used in my talk? 

Please comment in the chat box, 

using the relevant number 



6. Gap-bridging technology 

7. Empowering physical 

learning space

8. Impactful, participatory 

professional development

9. Reimagined rationale for 

learning English 

10.Revised nomenclature 

1. Genuinely critical 

pedagogy

2. Socially-active learning

3. Participatory language 

policy

4. Pro-learner content  

5. Differently-measured 

progress

Task 2: What are your reflections on the Freirean ELT agenda I shared in my talk? 

Please comment in the chat box, using the relevant number 



“I have never forgotten the joy with which I welcomed exercises called ‘sentence 
forming’ that our teacher gave us.  She would ask me to write in a straight line all 
the words I knew.  Afterward, I was supposed to form sentences with these words 
and later we discussed the  meaning of each sentence I had created.  This is how, 
little by little, I began to know my verbs, tenses, and moods; she taught me by 
increasing the level of difficulty.  My teacher’s fundamental preoccupation was 
not with making me memorize grammatical definitions but with stimulating the 
development of my oral and writing abilities. ” 

Pedagogy of the City, p.29 



6. Do activities which link the 

learners to their context

7. Promote collaboration in 

tasks – and link to wellbeing

8. Make the classroom a safe 

space 

9. Use Socratic dialogue 

10.Look after yourself 

1. Be human 

2. Valorise non-linguistic 

ways of communicating

3. Maximise the seating 

situation

4. Promote effective group 

interaction

5. Use ‘oblique strategies’ for 

critical reflection  



1. Be human



Student pictures 
at the entrance 
to a language 
school in Jakarta, 
Indonesia



Teacher pictures 
in the same 
school, hanging 
next to the 
students



2. Valorise non-
linguistic ways of 

communicating 



3. Maximise 
the seating 
situation 

U / Double U Islands

Islands Inside outFamily table



4. Promote effective 
group interaction  



5. Use ‘oblique 
strategies’ for 

critical reflection 

▪ (overtly) resist change and (secretly) allow it through a back door
▪ Lowest common denominator 
▪ Not building a wall, but making a brick 
▪ Don’t be afraid of things because they are easy to do
▪ What are the sections sections of? Imagine a caterpillar moving
▪ Ask people to work against their better judgement
▪ Consult other sources -promising – unpromising
▪ Do we need holes?
▪ Go outside. Shut the door
▪ Retrace your steps
▪ Turn it upside down 
▪ Abandon normal instruments 



▪ What mistakes did you make last time?
▪ You don’t have to be ashamed of using your own ideas 
▪ Take away elements in order of apparent importance
▪ Define an area as ‘safe’ and use it as an anchor 
▪ Remove ambiguities and convert to specifics 
▪ State the problem in words as clearly as possible
▪ What to increase? What to reduce?
▪ Gardening not architecture 
▪ Use ‘unqualified’ people
▪ Courage! 

Source: http://www.rtqe.net/ObliqueStrategies/Ed3.html

5. Use ‘oblique 
strategies’ for 

critical reflection 

http://www.rtqe.net/ObliqueStrategies/Ed3.html


6. Do activities which connect learners to their context





6. Do activities 
which connect 

learners to their 
context



LISTEN TO THE WORLD

1 All the students get up and go outside. They should take a pencil and some 
paper. They walk around wherever they like for five minutes.

2 As they are walking, they should write down all the sounds they hear (e.g. I 
heard a dog barking). They should do this in English if they can, or in their L1 
if not.

3 Students return to the class. In pairs / small groups, they discuss these 
questions:
▪ What was the sound you heard the most?
▪ What was the most interesting sound?
▪ What was the most unusual sound?
▪ What sound is easiest to make with your own voice? Can you do it?

4 Take feedback from the whole class.

6. Do activities 
which connect 

learners to their 
context



7. Promote 
collaboration in 
tasks – and link 

to wellbeing 

▪ Create opportunities for learners to work 
together, and make your classes genuinely 
learner-centred. 

▪ This is especially important in writing tasks, 
which teachers often find challenging. 

▪ Collaborative writing can also have a significant 
therapeutic effect.



Title
The Surprise

Characters 
Father (a bakery man, who 
own a small shop), mother 
(house keeper), daughter 

Paragraph 1
Once upon a time there were a family of father, mother 
and a little daughter. They were living in a small beautiful 
house. The father was working as a bakery and his wife 
helped him to make bread and sweets. 

Paragraph 2
Their daughter is missing. They came home after 
a busy day, when they said “Hey Noura, where 
are you?” There was no answer. The mother 
started crying, and the father felt hopeless.

Paragraph 3
After hours of searching, they 
found nothing. They call the 
police and everyone they knew, 
but still no response. So the 
parents felt hopeless and 
started to imagine bad things 
to their daughter. Suddenly 
Noura jumped from behind the 
curtains, saying: “Don’t give 
up!”

Draw picture





8. Make the 
classroom a safe 

space 



(student holding an ‘a’ at the front)
Once upon a time there was a letter 
‘a’. The ‘a’ lived on her own.
Q: How do you think the ’a’ felt? 
(student draws a sad face on the ‘a’)
Q: How can we make the ‘a’ feel 
better?
(students draw as many ‘a’s as they 
can in 10 seconds)
Now there were lots of ‘a’s
Q: How does the ‘a’ feel now?

a

a a

a

a

a

a

a



(student holding an ‘a’ at the front)
Once upon a time there was a letter 
‘a’. The ‘a’ lived on her own.
Q: How do you think the ’a’ felt? 
(student draws a sad face on the ‘a’)
Q: How can we make the ‘a’ feel 
better?
(students draw as many ‘a’s as they 
can in 10 seconds)
Now there were lots of ‘a’s
Q: How does the ‘a’ feel now?
(student changes sad face to a 
happy face)

a a

a

a

a

a

a
a



9. Use Socratic 
dialogue



Socratic method –
using a dialectical 
approach

= “a form of cooperative 
argumentative dialogue 
between individuals, based 
on asking and answering 
questions to stimulate 
critical thinking and to draw 
out ideas and underlying 
presuppositions.” 



Why 
should we 
use 
hedging 
language? 

Can you give 
some examples 
of hedging 
language?

What is the problem of 
using words like ‘clearly’, 
‘always’ and ‘every’?

What is 
‘over 
hedging’? 

Can you tell 
me some 
modal 
adverbs?

Examples of ‘Socratic dialogue’ 

questions at the end of a class on 

hedging language  



Ways to 
look 
after 

yourself

Lower your 
expectations

Be 
professional 

but not 
familial

Talk to your 
colleagues

Take some 
personal 

time in the 
day

Look after 
yourself 

physically 

Talk to your 
manager(s)

Keep a 
teaching 

diary

Talk to your 
friends and 

family

10. Look after 

yourself



6. Do activities which link the 

learners to their context

7. Promote collaboration in 

tasks – and link to wellbeing

8. Make the classroom a safe 

space 

9. Use Socratic dialogue 

10.Look after yourself 

1. Be human 

2. Valorise non-linguistic 

ways of communicating

3. Maximise the seating 

situation

4. Promote effective group 

interaction

5. Use ‘oblique strategies’ for 

critical reflection  



Source: Integrating global issues in the creative English language classroom: With reference to the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/sites/teacheng/files/PUB_29200_Creativity_UN_SDG_v4S_WEB.pdf


Thank you

Gracias

Obrigado


